16423             The Long Parliament                51
argued Rudyard, these evil advisers must be removed and punished. As the Bible said : " Take away the wicked from the king and his throne shall be established/'
Accordingly Straff ord was arrested and impeached, just as he was himself about to accuse the parliamentary leaders of high treason for encouraging and aiding the invasion of the Scots (November nth). A month later, Laud followed StrajEford to the Tower. Windebank, the Secretary of State, and Lord Keeper Finch, likewise accused, fled beyond the seas. Two more bishops and six judges were impeached and imprisoned, while all monopolists were expelled from the House of Commons. It seemed " a general doomsday/' Strafford was the first to suffer, and his trial in Westminster Hall riveted all eyes.
It was not only as " the great apostate to the commonwealth/' the oppressor of the English colonists in Ireland, the moving spirit of the unjust war against the Scots, that Strafford was accused. The essence of the charge against him was that he had endeavoured by words, acts, and counsels to subvert the fundamental laws of England and Ireland, in order to -introduce an arbitrary and tyrannical government. In him seemed incarnate the rule of arbitrary will as opposed to the reign of law which the Parliament strove to restore. Pym's speeches against Strafford are, throughout, a glorification of the reign of law. " Good laws/' he said, " nay, the best laws, were no advantage when will was set above law/' All evils hurtful to the State were comprehended in thi3 one crime.